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Two high-ranking military officers have been fired in the wake of a series of leaks of confidential
intelligence reports that predicted increased social unrest and criticized government policies. The
leaks apparently stem from in- fighting within the military in anticipation of a major reorganization,
expected after Defense Minister Gen. Rafael Montero Revette retires in December. Gen. Eduardo
Chacin, the army's chief of intelligence, was dismissed on Nov. 1, a week after the firing of Rear
Admiral Mario David Yanez, director of intelligence of the high command. The entire leadership
of the military intelligence unit is under investigation after the series of leaks to the Venezuelan
press that began last month. The confidential intelligence reports analyze the national economic and
political situation and place much of the blame for social problems on government handling of the
national crisis. Excepts from the first leaked document were published on Oct. 9 in the Caracas daily
El Diario.
The document predicted that social disturbances bordering on civil war could add to the major
economic and financial crisis already gripping the country. The intelligence report was an extensive
analysis of the national situation since the February 27, 1989, riots that left hundreds dead. Those
riots overnight wiped out the image of Venezuela as Latin America's model democracy. Since then,
the country has seen two coup attempts, former president Carlos Andres Perez forced from office for
corruption, and the worst financial scandal in the nation's history.
Despite President Rafael Caldera's energetic measures to respond to the situation, strikes and public
disturbances have become commonplace. The analysis in the intelligence document concludes that
the next outbreak of civil disturbances could be much more violent because of the deterioration in
the political, economic, and social situation. The analysis also predicted a substantial rise in fuel
prices in the near future. A rise in fuel prices and public transportation fares triggered the 1989 riots.
The most explosive leaked document was a report signed by Chacin, which described a general
feeling of discontent among the Venezuelan population because of the economic and social situation
in the country.
The document also reviewed the public's lack of confidence in political parties, and it criticized
the government's response to the crisis. "There is a lack of control, administration, leadership,
firmness, and solid arguments with which to confront the crisis," read the Chacin report. "There
is an impression that the government is in the hands of incapable people." It is not surprising that
the government reaction to the leaks was harsh. Political involvement by the military is viewed with
alarm in Venezuela, where dissident factions of the armed forces staged two unsuccessful coup
attempts in 1992.
According to analysts, the problem is not that the information in the reports is new or startling,
rather that, in addition to being critical of the Caldera administration, any expression of political
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opinions flies in the face of the apolitical posture the president expects in the armed forces. "The
military person who wants to engage in politics should retire from active duty," said Caldera in
October, when the government had apparently become aware of the leaked documents. "We are
not going to allow the armed forces to become a focal point for political disturbances, conflicts, and
contradictions, nor to engage in political partisanship." The leaks also prompted questions from
government critics about the role of the military's intelligence-gathering apparatus in national
politics, which forced the minister of defense to take out a paid ad in the national newspapers
minimizing the importance of the reports. In the ad, Montero Revette admits that "within the
functions of the high command, it is routine to carry out weekly analysis on the national situation,
using as sources all information published in newspapers and magazines, especially opinion pieces
by well- know political analysts."
At the bottom of the military maneuvering is Montero Revette's scheduled retirement, which is
expected to trigger the complete reorganization of the Venezuelan high command. As the date
nears, various factions within the military are scrambling to promote their candidates. The jockeying
for position among possible successors to Montero Revette is thought to be behind the leaks, which
have made it evident that the divisions that led to the attempted coups have not disappeared.
Moreover, the leaks coincided with publicity released by a clandestine military group called
"Los Mormones," whose purpose seems to be to discredit some officers who appear headed for
promotion. One of their targets, according to the daily El Nacional, is Gen. Moises Orozco Graterol,
head of the military in the wealthy southeastern state of Bolivar. Orozco is said to be a strong
candidate to replace Montero Revette.
Caracas military observers contend that Los Mormones are trying to hold onto their power within
the military by assuring that officers loyal to them are placed in influential posts, especially those
with access to military funds. The reports in El Nacional say that the head of Los Mormones is a
former minister from ex-president Jaime Lusinchi's administration (1984-1989) and that membership
includes six generals, five colonels, and a lieutenant colonel. In the midst of the uproar concerning
the military intelligence unit, intelligence officers arrested five retired military who are members of
the Movimiento Bolivariano Revolucionario (MBR), headed by retired Lt. Col. Hugo Chavez. The
five were detained for questioning in regard to recent riots around the country.
Chavez, leader of the Feb. 4, 1992, coup attempt, said the arrests were politically motivated
and challenged Caldera to arrest him, saying, "We'll see who lasts longer, the president in his
presidential palace or me in jail." After Chavez led the unsuccessful coup attempt in 1992, he was
jailed but was pardoned by Caldera in March of this year. After Chavez's release from jail, however,
he formed the MBR and has been an increasingly outspoken critic of the government.
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